
Obituary- The Life and Legacy of a Great Man 
 
Andrew Delonta Washington was born on June 22, 1969 in Washington DC to Andrew 
Washington and Nona C. Smith. Andrew better known as Fatboy, Tony, Fatz or Drew departed 
this life on Sunday, December 27, 2020 when God whispered into his ear and said suffer no 
more my son, come on home and take your rest in heaven with me. Andrew knew the lord and 
was raised up in the church at an early age under the leadership of Bishop Melvin Robinson Sr. 
at the Glorious United Church of Deliverance and later under the leadership of Melvin Robinson 
Jr. at MCC (Master Child Church). 
 
Drew was educated in the District of Columbia Public Schools system and was raised mostly in 
the Southeast area where he was a member of the Johnson JHS Panthers Marching Band and 
the Spingarn Green Waves Marching Band. Andrew’s love for music and his trombone received 
him a band scholarship to Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, North Carolina. He loved to 
play his trombone around the house and at family events so he could show off his singing skills 
and his fraternity’s Kappa Kappa Psi steps and moves. He also loved his fraternity and that 
special bond he had with his brotherhood. 
 
In 1992, Andrew started his working career with the DC Public Schools Division of 
Transportation as a bus attendant. In 1995, he became a shop steward for AFSCME Local 
1959. Andrew quickly earned the respect of his co-workers and rose in rank to Chief Shop 
Steward in 1998. In 1999, he became a Motor Vehicle Operator and the youngest President of 
Local 1959 and began his trailblazing career in labor.   
 
In true fashion, Andrew continued to ascend through the ranks of District Council 20, becoming 
Vice-President in 2002 and in 2014, he took on his greatest challenge as the newly elected 
Executive Director of District Council 20, AFSCME.  Andrew set out to change the dynamics of 
a council that had been bruised by an era of dissension. He served the staff, members and his 
colleagues with transparency, honor and grace. Drew was a true trade unionist, fighting for the 
rights of working men and women in the District of Columbia, Virginia and the Federal 
Government. Andrew was well respected by local city leaders and officials across the DMV. 
 
In 2016, Drew was awarded the opportunity to attend Harvard University’s Trade Union 
Program. He was so excited and met a lot of great union activists who became more than just 
classmates, they became family. Drew’s accolades include First Vice President of the 
Metropolitan Washington Council ALF-CIO, member of the Coalition of Black Trade Unionist, 
AFSCME International Judicial Panel, just to name a few. Andrew was respected and well 
known by many and always talked about how he would change the movement for the working 
people, and he did achieve his goal.   
 
When Andrew walked into the room, he always held his head high and demanded respect 
because that was what he gave to others. He was a sharp dresser and knew how to wear a suit. 
His sense of style was sometimes, questionable but he didn’t care because he knew he looked 
good!! 
 
Andrew was also a “real” family man and would be on the phone for hours talking about his 
beloved Washington Football Team (Redskins) with his brother Corey. He and Corey often just 
stayed on the phone and talked about life. He taught his children the value of life and his sons 
how to be men. Andrew loved to take his sons, brothers and father-in-law to football, basketball 
and baseball games and he made sure that he took time out every year for fun vacations with 
his family. He loved to take his family to Myrtle Beach, even though he didn’t like to drive!  
  
  



Andrew married his soul mate Tiana (Tee) on August 2, 2008 and together they built their 
legacy with their 4 children, seeing them together told a love story that everyone knew. Although 
Drew had many successes in his work life, none of that compared to how proud he was of his 
family.  He always talked about his supportive wife and his loving children. He was so proud of 
his family and was a true family man. He made sure his family was well taken care of and 
showed them a love that everyone dreams of and that love will never be broken or forgotten.  
 
Andrew always bragged about how close his family is, the strength of his mother and the 
lessons that she taught them.  He would always say that his mother taught him that if you just 
treated people with basic kindness and respect and trusted in God, you would go far in life. And 
he did……… 
 
Tiana would always joke with him and say “Drew, my family loves you more than me” and he 
would just say “Well, Tee… I am the man.” 
 
Andrew leaves to cherish his memory... his devoted wife Tiana Washington, his 4 children 
Stephaun, Aniya, Xavier and Brayden. His loving mother Nona Washington, stepdads William 
Upchurch Sr. and Dennis Reddick, his brothers Dorlando (Ace) and Corey (CU), his sister 
Charon. His supportive in-laws James and Towana Bates, his sister-in-law Jasmine Bates. His 
nieces and nephews Tamara, Tiyanna, Jasmia, Katora, Corey Jr., Cordai and Logan. His 
godchildren Kyndall and Kameron Covington. 
 
He also leaves to forever admire and hold dear in memory, best friends Ricardo Covington, 
Phillip White, Jermaine Carter, James Coley, Clifton Makell, Verron Payton, Aaron Brown and 
James Campbell. His mentor’s Richard Jackson, Lee Saunders, Glenn Middleton and Robert 
Hollingsworth, the District Council 20 family and a host of amazing family and friends who loved 
him dearly.  Andrew leaves a lasting impression on the hearts of anyone who ever met him. 
 
Andrew is preceded in death by his grandmother Doretha Lewis, his father Andrew Washington, 
his uncles Anthony K. Lewis (Tony), Alvin T. Seymour (Man), and his mentor James Ivey. 
 
 
 


